
 

12th World Congress of Perinatal Medicine.  Palacio Municipal de Congresos de 
Madrid (Municipal Convention Center of Madrid), from November 3 to 
November 6. 
 

Dr. Manuel Sánchez Luna, Congress President: 
“Delay in gestational age will bring significant 

implications in the long term” 
 

Information on relevant advances in diagnosis and perinatal treatment will be 
provided at the medical appointment, such as the usage of stem cells to treat 

neonatal pathologies.  
 

OCTOBER 2015.-  Spain will host, for the second time, another edition (the twelfth) of 
the World Congress of Perinatal Medicine (WCPM), organized by the World 
Association of Perinatal Medicine (WAPM), which will gather, in Madrid, more than 
2,500 experts in maternal, fetal and neonatal medicine, who will arrive from more than 
90 different countries. In words of Dr. Manuel Sánchez Luna, the Congress President 
(and Medical Director of the Neonatology Division at the Hospital General Universitario 
Gregorio Marañón), “one of the reasons why our country is once again organizing this 
important event, is the high academic and scientific level of our professionals”.  
 
As regards the status of perinatal medicine in Spain, this medical doctor not only points 
out the high level of our professionals, but also highlights an important challenge: 
“Delay in the gestational age brings an increase in assisted reproduction techniques; 
the mother's age and the increasing usage of the aforesaid techniques (related to a 
higher chance of prematurity) converge to lead us to an aged society with a higher 
perinatal risk. So the challenge for us, doctors, increases as, in spite of this 
higher risk, safer gestations are demanded from us.”   
 

Global Approach to Mother and Child Health 
 
In any event, Dr Sánchez Luna states that the challenge is not only medical: “It is quite 
likely that late gestation – and low birth rates – is not just related to women joining the 
labor market, but also to the empoverishment of families due to the crisis. This will 
have significant implications in the long term which ought to be studied and 
addressed right now not only as a medical problem, but also as a social 
problem.” 
 
Families will indeed be “one of the three scientific axes in this conference”, as 
Manuel Sánchez Luna points out. This will be shown by the families' direct 
participacion at this congress, having their own sessions like the one organized on 
Wednesday (from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.) by Parents Associations (APREM, Menudos 
Corazones and EFCNI), where the essential role of parents will be discussed as well 
as the way in which it can make a difference. Furthermore, on Tuesday the 3rd there 
will be a course on family-centered care prior to the congress, starting at 2:30 p.m.  
 

Presentation of Scientific Novelties  
As Dr. Sánchez Luna explains, the other two axes at the conference will be: 



  
“On one hand, the possibility to prevent diseases that will affect in adulthood 
(diabetes, hypertension...) whose origins are found in the first stages of life. On 
the other hand,” this medical doctor adds, “the generic and molecular diagnosis of 
fetal diseases and the chance to act from that precise moment.”  
 
As the Congress President states, “it is paramount to anticipate the development of 
fetal diseases in order to treat them with more efficiency in the future.” Two of the main 
featured novelties are related to therapies meant to deal with pathologies at early 
stages: these are new therapies with stem cells which deal with brain damage in 
newborns and chronic respiratory diseases in premature infants. So on 
Wednesday the 4th (from 12:00 p.m. to 14:00 p.m.) there will be a discussion on 
bronchopulmonary dysplasia where the doctor Won Soon Park will present important 
novelties. On the other hand, researcher Michael Cotten will present, on Thursday the 
5th, new findings in the prevention and treatment of brain damage in newborns during a 
discussion on hypoxic-ischaemic encephalopathy (HIE). Both sessions will take place 
at the auditorium of the Palacio Municipal de Congresos. 

 
Internationally Renowned Speakers 
  
The expert committee, made up of 250 speakers, will review many novelties related to 
obstetrics, the fetus and the newborn. Among these speakers of high scientific 
importance, some stand out who, in words of Dr. Sánchez Luna, “have been, and still 
are, everything to perinatal medicine”: Avroy Fanaroff (United States), Eduardo 
Bancalari (United States) and Christian Speer (Germany); the specialists in protection    
from brain damage for newborns: Marianne Thoresen (Norway), Linda S. De Vries (the 
Netherlands); Roberto Romero (United States) stands out in the field of obstetrics; 
José Villar (United Kingdom) and Kypros Nicolaides (United States) stand out in the 
fields of diagnosis and treatment; and Paolo Manzoni (Italy) in the neonatal field. As 
regards the Spanish representation, professionals such as Máximo Vento, Eduardo 
Doménech, Eduard Gratacós, Alberto Galindo and Celso Arango stand out.  
 
 

INVITATION FOR THE PRESS TO THE CONGRESS OPENING CEREMONY 

 
DATE: Tuesday, November 3rd, 2015 
TIME: from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

VENUE for the opening:  Auditorio del Palacio Municipal de Congresos (Auditorium 
of the Municipal Convention Center). Av. de la Capital de España Madrid s/n 28042 

(Campo de las Naciones) Madrid. 
PARTICIPANTS: the President of the World Association of Perinatal Medicine (WAPM) 

Aris Antsaklis (Greece) and neonatologist and professor Eduardo Bancalari (United States).  

 
Please, confirm attendance. E-mail info@140comunicacio.com. Telephone numbers: 

649239812 (Sara Picazo) and 625650034 (Carmen Becerra) 

 

More information on WCPM official website: http://www.wcpm2015.com/. All the 
issued press notes, plus the image of the Congress and a photograph of its President, Dr. 

Sánchez Luna, can be downloaded from the press section at 
http://www.wcpm2015.com/index.php/press. 

 
* The Congress will continue until Thursday, November 6, with several presentations.  
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